Sample Itinerary

H i k i n g I relan d ’s N o rth er n
Highlights

Daily Itinerary

Day 2

Day 1 | Giant's Causeway & Causeway Coast

Day 1
Day 3
Day 4

Day 2 | Rathlin Island

Day 5

Day 3 | Malin Head & Derry

Day 6

Day 4 | Rathmullen
Day 5 | Mt Errigal & Glenveagh National Pak
Day 6 | Glencolmcille

Belfast

Day 7
Day 8
Galway

Dublin

Day 7 | Slieve League Cliﬀs
Shannon

Day 8 | Blue Stack Mountains
Cork

D ay 1| G i a n t’s C a u s ew ay

Meeting in Dublin, we travel north to UNESCO World
Heritage Site, the Giant’s Causeway. To reach this
fascinating geological phenomena, we’ll hike along the
Causeway Coast cliﬀtops to explore stretches of white
sand beach, rolling emerald hills, cliﬀtop castles, and
rugged sea stacks. The focal point of a designated
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty as well as Lonely
Planet’s #1 2018 Destination, the Causeway Coast and
Giant’s Causeway have attracted visitors for centuries.
After lunch, we’ll tour of one of Ireland’s oldest whiskey
distilleries and a taste of the ‘Uisce Beatha’ (the Irish
word for whiskey which translates as ‘the water of life’)!

Overnight: Boutique 4-Star Hotel | Co Antrim

Day 2|Rathlin Island

This morning we shall set sail for the nearby
wildlife haven of Rathlin Island. Seals lie
undisturbed on the harbour beaches and the
island’s cliﬀ edges are thick with guillemots,
kittiwakes, gannets and razorbills. Rathlin is also
one of the best places in Ireland to spot the
comically adorable puﬃns.
Our walk will take us to a lighthouse on the
western end of the island where the cliﬀs and
sea stacks support the largest seabird breeding
colony in Northern Ireland.

Overnight: Boutique 4-Star Hotel | Co Antrim

D a y 3 | D e r r y & t h e I n i s h o w e n Pe n i n s u l a

Jutting out into the restless Atlantic Ocean, the
Inishowen Peninsula stretches northward with its
tip, Malin Head, marking Ireland’s northernmost
point. It is a wild, rocky and windswept landscape
peppered with ancient archaeological remains.
Our hike climbs across craggy coasts and rugged
hills with views over Donegal’s dramatic
coastlines. We shall then visit the fascinating
walled city of Derry to learn the story of this nowpeaceful city from a local resident. In the evening,
enjoy sunset views over the sparkling waters of
Lough Swilly, one of Ireland’s only 3 glacial fjords.

Overnight: 4-Star Georgian Hotel | Rathmullan

Day 4| Explore Rathmullan

Today, take the time to explore Rathmullan in
your own time. Take a walk along the two mile
stretch of white sandy shore overlooking Lough
Swilly to drink in the wild views.
Admire the seven acres of carefully tended
gardens, thick with brilliant roses, sculptures,
and lush woodland as well as the soothing,
sunken Tranquillity Garden where, to quote Irish
national poet WB Yeats, 'peace comes
dropping slow'. Or perhaps take a walk through
the historical village of Rathmullan.
This evening enjoy a pre dinner drink by the
open fire before a gourmet meal in the house’s
renowned restaurant.
Overnight: 4-Star Georgian Hotel | Rathmullan

Day 5|Mount Errigal & Glenveagh National Park

One of Ireland’s most iconic mountains,
Mount Errigal is the highest mountain in
Donegal. Its glittering quartzite peak
dominates the northwest corner of Ireland.
At its summit, we’ll marvel at the expansive
views stretching to the jagged coast and
perhaps spot rare golden eagles circling
above.
In the afternoon, we’ll visit the mystical
lakeside Glenveagh Castle set amidst the
wilderness of Glenveagh National Park. In
the afternoon, we will continue onwards to
our luxurious castle hotel retreat in the
breathtaking Blue Stack Mountains.
Overnight: 5-Star Castle Hotel | Donegal

Day 6|Glencolmcille

Wonderfully remote, the Glencolmcille
Peninsula began as a settlement in Neolithic
times, meaning that the area is littered with
ancient Megalithic tombs. Our hike climbs
some of Glencolmcille’s hills and peaks. Along
the way, pass crumbling stone walls, sheepdotted hills and quaint cottages, plus 5,000year-old megalithic tombs and standing stones.
In a local hand-weaving village, we’ll learn a
little about the famous tradition of Donegal
tweed from a local weaver before popping into
a cosy traditional pub for a well-earned pint.

Overnight: 5-Star Castle Hotel | Donegal

Day 7|Slieve League Cliffs

Today, we will visit some of the highest sea
cliﬀs in Europe. The gigantic awe-inspiring
façade of the Slieve League cliﬀs plunge
some 600m into the sea below (1,670 ft).
Its diverse geology form a fabulous
kaleidoscope of multi-coloured hues.
Our route follows an ancient pilgrim path
to the venerated ruins of an old church
before reaching the little-visited cliﬀtop
edge for spectacular views of Slieve
League, Sligo’s Ben Bulben Mountain and
the distant Atlantic horizon.
Overnight: 5-Star Castle Hotel | Donegal

Day 8| Blue Stack Mountains

From your accommodation, we take a walk
through an ancient woodland and along the
spectacular Lough Eske, tucked amongst
Donegal’s rugged Blue Stack Mountains.
There will be time to peruse through some
Donegal tweeds, for which the county is
well known, before heading east towards
Dublin and home.

Booking Infor mation

All our hotels and guest houses are handselected based on their quality, customer care
and local character. We work closely with all
our hotel partners to ensure our guests
experience the very best during their stay with
us in Ireland.
The itinerary above is available all year round
however accommodation and activities are
however subject to availability at the time of
booking. Please also note that June, July and
August are busy periods and therefore early
booking is essential to facilitate this itinerary.

Yo u r F i n a n c i a l P r o t e c t i o n

You can book with us in complete
confidence that all trip payments made
to us are fully protected.
For trips that do not include air travel,
your financial security is guaranteed
through our membership and bonding
with ABTA.

G e t i n To u c h

For any questions or support related
to this trip don’t hesitate to contact
me directly as below:
Wilderness Scotland
Dalfaber Drive
Aviemore
Highland
Scotland | PH22 1ST
Email: russell@wildernessscotland.com
Tel: +44(0)1479 420 020

