Sample Itinerary

G e n e a l o g y : Tr a c i n g t h e M a c D o n a l d C l a n

Day by Day Itinerary

Day 1 | Welcome to Scotland
Day 2 | Tracing Your Heritage
Day 3 | To Glen Coe via Bannockburn
Day 4 | Exploring the lands of Clan MacDonald

Day 5, 6 & 7

Day 8

Day 5 | Head to Skye via Armadale Castle
Day 3 & 4
Day 6 | The Clearance Villages
Day 7 | Flora MacDonald and Duntulm Castle
Day 8 | Travel to Inverness with a stop at Culloden

Day 1 & 2

D a y 1 | We l c o m e t o S c o t l a n d

On arrival in Edinburgh, you will be met by your private transfer
driver and taken to your iconic city centre hotel. The rest of the
day is free for you to explore or simply relax and take
advantage of the facilities your hotel has to offer.
Overnight: The Balmoral | Edinburgh
Meals included: N/A

D a y 2 | Tr a c i n g Yo u r H e r i t a g e

This morning you will make your way to the Scottish
Genealogy Society where you will meet with a local
genealogist to delve further into your family tree. Some
research will have been done prior to your arrival so together
you will go through the findings. Learn more about your past
and where your ancestors lived and worked, a truly wonderful
morning. The rest of the day is free for you to either head back
to the hotel to reflect on what you have learnt, or continuing to
explore this vibrant city.
Overnight: The Balmoral | Edinburgh
Meals included: Breakfast

D a y 3 | To G l e n C o e v i a B a n n o c k b u r n

Glen Coe is synonymous with the MacDonald clan and the
stories of the terrible tragedies that befell them. Your main
driver guide will meet you at your hotel this morning. Heading
west from Edinburgh, your first stop will be at Bannockburn,
where MacDonald troops made up the right flank of the
Scottish Army for Robert the Bruce in 1314.
Take your place amongst your ancestors on the battlefield,
ready to face the medieval warriors, thanks to the amazing
3D technology in the visitor centre. Your guide will also bring
the story to life and explain how, without their support,
Robert the Bruce may not have won the first war of
independence. Continuing on, you will arrive at your luxury
hotel where you will meet with a local storyteller who will
regale you with tales and legends of Glen Coe and the local
clan.
Overnight: Glencoe House | Glen Coe
Meals included: Breakfast & Lunch

Day 4 | Exploring the Lands of Clan
MacDonald

It is time to start delving into where you ancestors used to live
and work by exploring some of these fascinating places in the
valley by foot.
There are a few places that are very well known such as Signal
Rock and the Hidden Valley, both which have tragic links with
the MacDonalds. Your guide will discuss all options and tailor
this day around your own personal heritage and the amount of
hiking you want to do. Whatever you decide, you will end the
day at a local highland inn, where the sign over the door still
reads “No Hawkers or Campbells” in reference to the part the
Campbell’s played in the Glen Coe Massacre in 1692.
Overnight: Glencoe House | Glen Coe
Meals included: Breakfast & Lunch

Day 5 | Head to Skye via Ar madale
Castle

It is time to leave the jagged peaks and eerie valleys of Glen
Coe behind and head to the fabled Isle of Skye. Driving along
the stunning Road to the Isles, you will pass the monument to
Prince Charlie at Glenfinnan, where he raised his standard and
sent out a call to arms at the start of the Jacobite Rising in
1745. Many MacDonald’s responded and also helped him
escape to France after he was defeated at Culloden.
Crossing the sea to Skye, you will spend the afternoon
exploring Armadale Castle, once the seat of the Clan Chief
before heading to a wonderful foodie hotel that is owned by
Lady Claire MacDonald for afternoon tea. After enjoying the
delicious tasty treats and the opulent surroundings you will
head north to Portree and your hotel with views across the
bay.
Overnight: The Cuillin Hills | Portree
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch and Afternoon Tea

D ay 6 | t h e C l e a r a n c e Vi l l a g e s

It is time to explore one of the sadder chapters in the clan’s
history. In 1853 Lord MacDonald instigated a clearance of the
villages Boreraig and Suisnish so he could use the land for
sheep and therefore, restore his finances that had been ruined
due to the 1745 Rebellion.
Today, you will take a walk through these abandoned villages
and learn more about this side of the MacDonald clan. Explore
the ruins of the houses, set on the shore line and imagine what
it must have been like for the tenants to be forced out of their
houses with no notice and nowhere to go.

Overnight: The Cuillin Hills | Portree
Meals included: Breakfast & Lunch

Day 7 | F lora MacDonald and Duntulm
Castle
After an active day yesterday, today you will head north to
explore some of the most famous links to the MacDonald clan
on the island. Your first stop will be the grave of Flora
MacDonald, probably most famous for helping Prince Charlie
escape the British troops by disguising him as her
handmaiden as they returned to Skye from the Outer
Hebrides.
Continuing round the headland, your next stop is the ruins of
Duntulm Castle, a stronghold of the MacDonald clan that was
abandoned by them in 1730 because, according to legend, of
the wailings of the ghosts that roam the halls. Although you
can’t access the ruins, the views from the headland are
spectacular and another look into your heritage. Heading back
to Portree you can stop oﬀ to explore the wonderful rock
formations that make up the Old Man of Storr or you can
simply head back to the town to enjoy a wander through the
quirky streets and the pretty harbour.
Overnight: The Cuillin Hills | Portree
Meals included: Breakfast & Lunch

D a y 8 | Tr a v e l t o I n v e r n e s s

Leaving the hills and history of Skye behind this morning, you
will head through the mountain range to the capital of the
Highlands for your final stop on this wonderful exploration of
your family heritage. The Battle of Culloden in 1746 shaped
the history of Scotland with the dismantling of the clans and
the banning of national dress. Visit this windswept moorland,
with headstones erected to the clans that fought and died
here in support of their cause. The cutting edge 3D visitor
centre will let you stand on the left wing of the Jacobite army
with your ancestors on that fateful April day, a truly emotive
experience. Later, your guide will drop you oﬀ at either the
airport or the train station in time for your onward connections.
Meals included: Breakfast & Lunch

Inclusions
• 2 nights at The Balmoral in a Deluxe Castle View Room
• 2 nights at Glencoe House in a One Bedroom Suite
• 2 nights at Cuillin Hills Hotel in a Premier Deluxe Room
• Breakfast each day
• Lunches from Day 3 to Day 8
• Services of an experienced guide from Day 3 to Day 8
• Ground transportation from Day 3 to Day 8
• Private airport transfer including meet and greet on Day 1
• All guided hikes and activities mentioned in the itinerary
• Entry to all attractions described in the itinerary
• Personalised trip design and delivery
• Tips for accommodations and included meals
• Tips for local guides but not main guide

Further Infor mation

Exclusions:
•
•
•
•

Flights
Travel insurance
Meals not mentioned in the inclusions
Activities and entrance fees not mentioned in the inclusions

Upgrades Options:
Room upgrades are possible in all locations, subject to
availability. Price on request.

Pricing:
The NET price for this itinerary, based on 2 clients on a twinshare basis, is £5295 GBP per person.

Yo u r F i n a n c i a l P r o t e c t i o n

You can book with us in complete
confidence that all trip payments made
to us are fully protected.
For trips that do not include air travel,
your financial security is guaranteed
through our membership and bonding
with ABTA.

G e t i n To u c h

For any questions related to this trip don’t hesitate to
contact us directly as below:
Wilderness Scotland
Dalfaber Drive
Aviemore
Highland
Scotland | PH22 1ST
email: russell@wildernessscotland.com
tel: +44(0)1479 420 020

